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Community Impact Grant Guidelines 
1. Purpose 

The Community Foundation of Marquette County is interested in funding community impact 
projects/services that empower local organizations and individuals to address community challenges 
and opportunities. Eligible projects generally fall within these categories, but not limited to: region 
specific, youth, education, environmental, arts, volunteer recruitment, music, women/girls, health and 
wellness, clean energy, homelessness prevention, recreation, community development, social services 
and all-around improvement of life within Marquette County. Your Community Foundation is here to 
support effective and innovative approaches that address community needs to benefit all residents. 
 

2. Eligibility  
The Foundation welcomes grant applications from the Marquette County area or outside Marquette 
County if a significant number of people to be served reside within Marquette County. Applicants must 
be tax exempt according to Section 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code, an educational institution, 
governmental unit, or churches (grant request must serve the general community). Individuals with 
community-focused initiatives can also apply, but must work with a registered public charity or public 
entity to serve as their fiscal agent (to receive the funding). 
 

3. Criteria 
Successful applications will be for projects which: 

• Promote development or strengthening of community assets 
• Have a positive long-term impact on program participants/community 
• Are innovative and imaginative  
• Lead to prevention of recurring need 
• Promote collaboration/cooperation among area organizations with related or supportive 

missions 
• Are financially sustainable without continuing grant funding 
• Preference and priority will be given to new projects 

 
The Foundation does not fund grants for: 

• Individuals 
• Legislative or political purposes 
• Sponsorships 
• Loans 
• Capital Campaigns 
• Religious purposes 
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4. Request Amounts 
Grant funding is limited and varies depending on the source of funding. Maximum grant amounts should 
not exceed $5,000. Please contact the Community Foundation should you have any questions or 
concerns regarding the maximum request amounts. 

5. Review Process/ Committee Guidelines 
The Community Foundation of Marquette County committee(s) that review applications will evaluate 
the application based on: 

• Merit of the application 
• Impact of the project/services 
• Collaboration with communities/organizations 
• Relevancy to addressing current community needs 
• Sustainability of grant “investment” in our community  

Priority will be given to requests that can be fully funded. If partial funding is recommended, it may not 
be restricted to one specific purpose (that may be listed in the request). Funds may be used toward 
whichever portion of the original request the applicant deems suitable, so that they may be able to 
continue to provide the service/program. 
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